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 As part of the Greyfriars Townscape Heritage Initiative, we have been asked to 

research the history of 4 St Martins. The Greyfriars Townscape Heritage Initiative (hereafter 

the THI) is a project run by Leicester city council that aims to redevelop and reconnect the 

public with the Greyfriars area. We have researched the ownership, use and role of 4 St 

Martins in the city of Leicester 

Figure 1(Google Maps, 2016) 

 

 4 St Martins, now owned by the delicatessen Delilah’s, was previously the Leicester 

Trustees Savings Bank, having been built for that purpose in 1873. It is situated on the 

corner of St Matins and Grey Friars, close to the Richard III visitor centre.  

 

 The building is emblematic of the economic development of Leicester during the 

Victorian period and is also an excellent example of 19th century gothic revival architecture 

in the city. The building is furthermore important as Leicester Trustee Savings Banks also 

had a number of links with prominent figures on 18th and 19th century Leicester society. 

Introduction 
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Today the building once again part of a thriving area of the city and is an excellent example 

the success of the Greyfriars Townscape Heritage Initiative’s aim to repurpose and 

rejuvenate the historic buildings in the area. Therefore, we believe it is an interesting and 

important building in the life of the city of Leicester.  
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 The first course of action for our group was to examine the existing project briefing 

from the council. From this we set about creating our initial plan of action which outlined 

the various tasks to be completed. The first stage in our plan was to carry out preliminary 

research using the university library and any useful sources available online. From the 

preliminary research we were able produce a rough outline of the history of 4 St Martins 

and the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank. This established a number of facts and useful pieces 

of information relating to 4 St Martins and the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank: the building 

had served as the premises for both the Leicester Trustees Savings Bank and the Bank of 

Ireland; it was built in 1873 according to the designs by architect Edward Burgess and that 

there was also a connection with John Ellis, a prominent figure of Leicester society. We had 

issues finding further information about John Ellis and Edward Burgess and could find little 

information about the buildings later history. 

 

 Over the course of our research the group made two trips the Records Office of 

Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland, to confirm and expand upon our preliminarily research, 

find useful primary sources and exhaust all useful research leads. Upon visiting the Records 

Office, we were able to further research both the banks and the lives of both John Ellis and 

Edward Burgess. During this research we found a range of useful documents including 

Edward Burgess’ original plans from 1873 and a number of maps and images from various 

points in the history of 4 St Martins.   

 

Methodology 
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 Perhaps the greatest difficulty we encountered was the confusion surrounding Pares’ 

Bank and its relationship with 4 St Martins. A number of the records found seemed to imply 

that the sites of both were one and the same. Furthermore, John Pares’ of the Pares’ family 

also played a significant role in the history of the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank (Cave and 

Martin 1968, 8) further complicating the matter. However, through the study of maps and 

trade directories we were, after some time, able to establish that this was not the case. 

Working out the details of the history of ownership at Greyfriars and the dates of the 

construction of New Street and Greyfriars Street, enabled us to distinguish between Pares’ 

Bank and the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank.  

 

 Another difficulty during this project was researching the Ellis family. This is because 

many members of the Ellis family were active in Leicester society and had similar names.  It 

was therefore difficult to distinguish between the activities and achievements of different 

individuals of the Ellis family. For example, John Ellis’ son, Edward Shipley Ellis, was chairman 

of the Board of Guardians, Alderman and Mayor of Leicester and Chairman of the Midland 

Railway Company (Ellis 1935, 41) as well as the chairman of the Leicester Trustee Savings 

Bank (Cave and Martin 1968). Issues arose due to the use of Edward Shipley Ellis’ last name, 

rather than his full name. 

  

 Another problem that we encountered was determining the final closing date of the 

Leicester Trustees Savings Bank. From the council records, we knew the building was 

derelict from 2006, however the date at which the Bank of Ireland overtook the premises 

was not mentioned. The Trustee Savings Bank was present in the trade directories until 

they stopped being produced in the 1970s. Following this we then turned to editions of the 

Yellow Pages directory found in the records office and planning applications. From which we 
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were finally able to determine that the occupancy of the building changed from the Leicester 

Trustee Savings Bank to the Bank Ireland during 1981. 

 

 A useful source of information when researching the more recent history of 4 St 

Martins was our interview with the current owner, Rick Tryner (Tryner, R, 2016) who was 

able to shed light on the poor condition of the building before its redevelopment and on 

how they had gone about bringing the building back into use. During the interview, Mr 

Tryner described the poor state of the building including the significant issues with damp 

and dry rot which corroborated with photographic evidence of the building’s condition in 

the 1980s which we saw at the records office. Mr Tryner also described the extent to which 

many of the original features were obscured by alterations made between 1970 and 2000. 

For example, the original banking hall, was partitioned into office spaces with false ceilings. In 

addition, he mentioned the impressive lantern at the rear of the building had been painted 

over with black paint as part of blackout measures imposed during the Second World War 

(Tryner, R. 2016). Furthermore, Mr Tryner was kindly able to give us a tour of the 

basement where a number of the original features from the bank survive including the still 

extant strong rooms. In addition, Mr Tryner was also kindly able to give us the Heritage 

Impact Assessment produced as part of the buildings redevelopment which was an 

invaluable source when research the building’s history. 
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The History of Greyfriars 1538-1711 

 Following the dissolution of the monasteries the land which was formerly par of 

Greyfriars including the site of 4 St Martins changed hands a number of time. The church 

and priory of Greyfriars were closed due to the dissolution of the monasteries and sold to 

John Bellowe and John Broxholme for the removal of roof lead and timbers in 1538 (Jones 

and Langley 2013, xxiii). Sir Robert Catlyn, later Chief Justice to Elizabeth I 

(http://www.le.ac.uk/richardiii/history/greyfriars.html), purchased Greyfriars, including the 

ruinous church and priory, in the 1540s (Jones and Langley 2013, xxiii). Having bought the 

land from Catlyn, Robert Herrick built a mansion house in 1600 (Jones and Langley 2013, 

xxiii) in the east portion of the site (http://www.le.ac.uk/richardiii/history/greyfriars.html). 

Later in 1711, Herrick’s descendants sold the mansion and its land and gardens to Thomas 

Noble (Jones and Langley 2013, xxiv) (http://www.le.ac.uk/richardiii/history/greyfriars.html). 

 

The Redevelopment of Greyfriars 1740-1874 

 Thomas Noble, the son of the Thomas Noble who purchased Greyfriars in 1711, 

built New Street though the site in 1740 

(http://www.le.ac.uk/richardiii/history/greyfriars.html), splitting the former Greyfriars site in 

two. The section of Greyfriars to the north of New Street, which contained the house and 

gardens, was sold to William Bentley in 1759 (Jones and Langley 2013, xxiv). By 1800, 

Thomas Pares had acquired the mansion along with its lands (McLinley 1958) and built a 

bank in the north-east corner of his garden (McLinley 1958). On Pare’s death in 1824, his 

History of Greyfriars 
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house and its land was sold to Burnaby (McLinley 1958). The Leicester Corporation 

purchased this area of Greyfriars in 1866 as a possible location for Leicester’s new Town 

Hall (http://www.le.ac.uk/richardiii/history/greyfriars.html). However, this plan was 

abandoned and, in 1872, Grey Friars street was built through the site (McLinley 1958), 

separating Pares’ bank from the rest of the land. The Leicester Trustee Savings Bank, 

designed by Edward Burgess, was built on the corner of St Martins and Grey Friars, 

opposite Pares’ bank, in 1874 (McLinley 1958). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 (Records office, ROLLR map 4D65, digitised by Morris) 
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Foundation of the Leicester Trustees Savings Bank 

 In 1817, Leicester was a city of 30,000 inhabitants (Cave and Martin1968, 7). At this 

time Leicester was suffering a period of economic hardship, which particularly affected the 

hosiery industry, following the Napoleonic wars (Cave and Martin1968, 7). In order to 

counteract the impact of the depression on industry workers, prominent members of 

Leicester society founded the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank at premises close to the old 

Corn Exchange (Cave and Martin 1968, 7). The initial goal was to receive deposits from the 

working class, to keep their earnings safe and therefore stimulate economic growth (Cave 

and Martin1968, 7-8). The bank was founded by both Tory and Whig party members despite 

their political opposition such Charles Loraine Smith of Enderby, a Tory MP, and John Pares, 

who was from a prominent Whig family, were amongst those who supported the Leicester 

Trustee Savings Bank’s foundation (Cave and Martin 1968, 8). 

The Search for a Building 

 Except for the 10 years following the 1846 depression, the Leicester Trustee Savings 

Bank is very much a story of success (Cave and Martin1968, 7). The Bank purchased its first 

permanent premises at Gallowtree gate in 1855 under its first permanent chairman John 

Ellis (Cave and Martin1968, 13). However, with the success of the Leicester Trustee Savings 

Bank, in 1871 the Gallowtree Gate premises were deemed inadequate for the bank’s. In 

response to this decision, the bank in 1873 acquired land on the newly laid Greyfriars street 

The Leicester Trustee Savings Bank 
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commissioning the local architect Edward Burgess to design a purpose built premises for the 

bank (Cave and Martin1968, 16). 
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Figure 3 Above (Cave and Martin 1968, 8) This image shows Leicester the Old Corn Exchange, the original location of Leicester 

Trustee Savings Bank 

Figure 4 Above (Cave and Martin 1968) This image is of Gallowtree Gate and the arrow indicates the location of Leicester 

Trustee Savings Bank 
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The Leicester Trustee Savings Bank 

 The new building at 4 St Martins designed by Edward Burgess was constructed in the 

fashionable Gothic Revival style, incorporating a number of typical features of the style. The 

building was built from red brick with white stone dressings costing nearly £500 (Cave and 

Martin 1968, 10). The Spencer’s Illustrated Guide to Leicester (1888) provides a useful 

contemporary description of the building; “The entrance is through a large stone arch, 

which leads by a smaller arch to a very spacious office, 50ft. Long by 30ft. Wide, with a floor 

of encaustic tiles, and a large lantern light. Adjoining this are the managers private room, and 

a small strong-room. The chief strong room is below, in the basement, and both are fitted 

with Milner’s fire and thief-proof doors. On the first floor is the board room, 33ft. by 23ft. 

A portrait of the late John Ellis, esq., hangs over the fireplace. There are also apartments for 

the housekeeper, lavatories &c. The whole of the iron and brass work is by Skidmore, of 

Coventry, and the woodwork is stained oak”. 

 

 After officially opening its doors in 1874, the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank 

continued its rapid growth (Cave and Martin 1968, 18). The total amount deposited 

increased from £375,151.0 in 1891 to £869,850 in 1914 whilst the number of depositors 

more than doubled (Cave and Martin 1968, 18-19). Furthermore, in 1916 the bank broke 

new ground by reaching its first 1 million pounds, opening its first branch and hiring its first 

female staff members (Cave and Martin 1968, 19). Four of the male staff members on active 

service were replaced by their wives. Following this a further three more women were 

hired later in 1916 (Cave & Martin, 1968, 20). 

Banking at 4 St Martins 
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 An extension to Edward Burgess’s 1873 building was built in 1877 and, although it 

possessed the address of 4 St Martins, it was considered a separate premise (Cave and 

Martin 1968), (Chung and Dodson 2011).  In 1925 the bank expanded into the 1877 

extension by purchasing and converting this adjacent building to strong rooms, a caretaker’s 

house and an additional area of Banking Hall (Cave and Martin 1968, 21) (Chung and 

Dodson 2011). Before the 1925 merger the adjacent building was occupied by T. C. King 

and Co. Painter and General Decorator (Cave and Martin 1968), (Chung and Dodson 2011).  

  

The success of the bank continued during World War 2, experiencing what can only 

be described as a period of phenomenal growth in deposits totalling 9 million pounds 

between 1938 and 1944 (Cave & Martin 1968, 21-22). From 1961 the Bank was rebranded 

as the TSB. The last report on the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank was written in 1967 

stating that there were 154 members of staff, 326,096 depositors and an annual deposition 

of £38,850,243 (Cave & Martin, 1968, 22). From the 1967 onwards the history of the 

Leicester Trustee Savings Bank becomes more difficult to trace with the Trustee Savings 

Banks nationally undergoing a period of amalgamations with each other to form larger 

Trustee Savings Banks. From what we understand the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank ceased 

to exist upon its merger with the Nottingham Trustee Savings Bank as part of the Trustee 

Saving Bank Act 1976 (Lloyds Bank, 2017) which formed the Leicester & Nottingham 

Trustee Savings Bank (Parkes, 2017). Following the merger, the TSB continued to use the 

premises at for St Martins before vacating it in 1981. At this point the premises of 4 St 

Martins were taken over by the Bank of Ireland (Yellow Pages: Leicester Area including Burton-

on-Trent and district 1981, 16). 
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The Bank of Ireland 1981-2000  

The Bank of Ireland took over the premises of 4 St Martins by 1981 occupying the premises 

until the branches’ closure in 2006 (Leicester Mercury, 2016). The Bank of Ireland occupied 

the building from 1981 to 2006 (Cheung and Dodson 2011,19). During the transition from a 

TSB to a Bank of Ireland branch the building underwent a number of significant internal 

changes including the division of the original banking hall into offices (Planning Application 

ref. no. 198111171) and the installation of false ceilings obscuring the original lantern and 

ceilings (Tryner R, 2016). Furthermore, new Bank of Ireland signage was installed on the 

façades of the building (Planning Application ref. no. 198109342). During this period the 

building also experienced issues with damp and dry rot (Tryner R, 2016), something which 

                                                 
1 Leicester City Council Planning Application Ref: 19811117. 4 St Martins: Listed Building Consent For Internal 

Alterations to Listed Building LE1 5PL. 

2 Leicester City Council Planning Application Ref: 19810934. 4 St Martins: Bank of Ireland with illuminated 

fascia sign and advertisement consent, LE1 5PL 

Figure 5 (Records Office) 
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was backed up by photographic evidence seen at the records office. The condition 

continued to decline after the Bank of Ireland vacated the building in 2006 (Tryner, 2016). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 (Records Office) 
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Dereliction  

Following the Bank of Ireland’s departure there was a series of unsuccessful renovation 

plans until Delilah’s bought the building in 2015 (Tryner R., 2016). From 2006 onwards, 4 St 

Martins entered an extended period of disuse (Leicester Mercury, 2016).  During this period 

there were numerous changes in ownership and various planning applications were 

submitted. These included applications to convert 4 St Martins into a furniture shop 

(Planning Application ref. no.21116943) and pub (Planning Application ref. no.201119784), 

none of which came to fruition. In August 2015, the building was bought by Delilah fine 

foods of Nottingham who successfully converted the former bank into a mixed-use 

development ith Delilah’s delicatessen on the ground floor and three apartments on the 

upper floors (Planning Application ref. no. 201507375). 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 Leicester City Council Planning Application Ref: 2111694. Extension of time of implementation of planning 

permission 20081569 for change of use from bank (class A2) to shop (Class A1). 
4 Leicester City Council Planning Application Ref: 20111978. Change of use from bank (class A2) to public 

house (class A4); external alterations. 
5 Leicester City Council Planning Application Ref: 20150737. Change of use from bank (class A2) to ground 

floor restaurant (class A3) and three flat to first and second floor (2x 1Bed) & (1x 3 B) (Class C3) alterations; 

ventilation flue. 

Recent History of 4 St Martins 
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Figure 8 (Planning Application no 201507375) 

Figure 7 (Planning Application no 201507375) 
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Figure 9 (Planning Application no 20150737) 

Figure 9 (Planning Application no 201507375) 

Figure 10 (Planning Application no 201507375) 
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Figure 11(artuk.org) 

 

 

John Ellis 

 In 1855 John Ellis became 

the first chairman of the 

Leicester Trustee Savings Bank, a 

position he held until his death in 

1862 (Cave & Martin, 1968; 

Story of Leicester, n.d.). Born to 

farming to background in 1789 

(Ellis, 1935), Ellis became a 

prominent figure in 19th century 

Leicester society and the railway 

industry (Ellis, 1935). Ellis was a 

key investor, the construction of 

the Swannington Railway (Story 

of Leicester, n.d.). He later became the first chairman of the Midland Railway Company 

(Ellis, 1935) from 1849 until 1858 (Story of Leicester, n.d.). He also served as a Leicester 

Councillor, County Magistrate Alderman, member of the Society of Friends, though he is 

also known to have turned down the position as the Mayor of Leicester (Ellis, 1935). 

 

When the new Leicester Trustee Savings Bank building was opened on 4 St Martins, a 

painting of John Ellis was donated and placed above the fireplace of the boardroom (Spencer 

Prominent Figures of 4 St Martins 
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& Spencer, 1888) in his honour. Through our research believe we have tracked down this 

painting (figure 11), although we cannot say so with the utmost certainty.  

 

Edward Burgess 

 Born in 1848 (Leicester Mercury, 2010), Edward burgess became one of Leicester’s 

most prominent architects. Edward Burgess’ brother Alfred Howard Burgess was the 

solicitor for the Leicester Cocoa and Coffee company for whom Edward was responsible 

for the designs of several coffee houses during the 1880’s (Leicester Mercury, 2010). A 

member Leicester School Board (Leicester Mercury, 2010), Edward Burgess also designed 

three schools in Leicester (Leicester Mercury, 2010). Edward Burgess’ father, Alfred 

Burgess, was the mayor of Leicester and a trustee of the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank 

(Cave and Martin 1967). As a result, Edward Burgess was commissioned to build the 

Leicester Trustee Savings Bank a bank on the 

Figure 11(Trifle) Victoria Coffee House designed by Edward 

Burgess 
Figure 12(Trifle) Wyggeston Girls’ designed by Edward Burgess 
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plot of 4 St Martin's (Cave and Martin 1967). Edward Burgess’ buildings were primarily 

designed in either the Domestic Revival or Neo-Renaissance style (Edward Burgess, 2016). 

As well as 4 St Martins, Edward Burgess also designed: 

1864 - Gas Offices at 8-10 Millstone Lane (Edward Burgess,2016)( Leicester Mercury, 

2010) 

1877/8 - Wigston Girls School (Edward Burgess,2016) 

1875 - Charnwood school in Highfields (Leicester Mercury, 2010) 

1877/8 - Victoria Coffee House on Grandby Street (Leicester Mercury, 2010) 

1880 - Hazel Primary School (Edward Burgess,2016)(Leicester Mercury, 2010) 

1880 - 6 Ratcliffe Road (Edward Burgess,2016) 

1880 - Highcross Coffee House (Edward Burgess,2016)( Leicester Mercury, 2010) 

1884 – Knighton Hayes, Ratcliffe road owned by the Ellis family (Leicester Mercury, 

2010) 

1885 – The Lodge, Ratcliffe Road (Leicester Mercury, 2010) 

1885 - East Gates Coffee House (Edward Burgess,2016) 

1885/8 - liberal club (Edward Burgess,2016) 

1894 – Thomas Cook Offices (Leicester Mercury, 2010) 

1895/8- the fount of the alexandra house, Rutland street, Leicester (Edward 

Burgess,2016) (Leicester         

 Mercury, 2010) 

1896 – Mantle Road School (Leicester Mercury, 2010) 

1902/4 – The Reference Libray, Bishops Street (Edward Burgess,2016) (Leicester 

 Mercury, 2010) 
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Figure 1413 (Records Office) Edward Burgess' original 1873 plans for 4 St Martins 

Figure 12 (Records Office) Edward Burgess' original 1873 plans for 4 St Martins 



24 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 To fulfil the project brief we developed four exhibition boards to display our 

research in a way that is interesting and accessible to the general public. We created four 

different boards highlighting the banks significance in the history of Leicester and focus on 

different aspects of the building’s history. 

 

 The first board is a timeline that outlines major events in the history of Greyfriars, 

the Leicester Trustees Savings Bank and the building of 4 St Martins. Although events in the 

history of the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank are not directly related to 4 St Martins, we 

included them as they provide important context for later events. 

 

 The second board is a history of banking within 4 St Martins and evidences the 

building’s economic importance. The pictures used on this board are copies of microfiche 

from the Records Office of Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland and an engraving from 

Spencers’ Illustrated Guide to Leicester. 

 

 The third board focuses on the physical building itself, displaying Edward Burgess’ 

original 1873 plans alongside the most recent plans of Delilah’s. A quote from the Spencers’ 

illustrated guide to Leicester is also included as it describes the building’s style in detail. 

 

 Our final board is about the key figures associated with 4 St Martins: John Ellis and 

Edward Burgess. 

 

Exhibition Boards 
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 These boards will be sent to a designer from the council who will finalise the boards 

and formatting them to in-house-style. The blue section at the bottom of our boards will be 

where the council logos are placed. We inserted the blue sections to visualise the space 

available. 

 

 We used other boards from around Leicester as a guide. The one situated outside 

the University of Leicester’s Engineering Building, for example, was a particularly useful in 

aiding our layout and design.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16 (Millington 2016) 

Figure 15 (Visit Leicester) 

Figure 14 (Visit Leicester) 
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 The Leicester City Council provided us with £250 for our project. This budget was 

allocated to cover: the finalisation of the boards by a designer; printing the boards; obtaining 

copies of images and documents from the records office; travel expenses; the cost of a 

public event to present the boards. For ease of organisation, these costs have been split to 

cover different phases of the project. These phases were: research; board design and 

production; planning of the event. 

 

 During the initial research phase of our project, we spent the budget in two main 

areas: approximately £27.50 spent on reproducing documents and images at the records 

office and £42.80 was spent traveling to and from the Records Office in Wigston. Therefore, 

the research phase cost a total of £70.30 leaving us with approximately £180 of the original 

budget. 

 

 For the board design and production phase we obtained estimates of £60 for the 

professional design of the four boards and £48 to print them when finished. This leaves us 

with £74 of our original budget to host our event. 

Date and expense Cost 

3/11/2016-Travel £16.80 

3/11/2016-Reproducing Documents £17.50 

23/11/2016-Travel £26 

23/11/2016-Reproducing Documents £10 

Total to date (11/1/2017) £70.30 

Board Design £60 

Board Printing £48 

Expected total cost of research and boards £178.3 

Budget left to spend £70 

 

Project Finances 
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Overall as a group, we feel that we have fulfilled the given brief by producing what we feel are 

informative and interesting exhibition boards which we hope will communicate the story of 4 St 

Martins and the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank in an engaging manner to the public.  

 

As is highlighted by our boards the history of 4 St Martins and the Leicester Trustee Savings Bank is 

important to the Greyfriars area and the city of Leicester for three key reasons. Firstly it reflects the 

economic development of the city, secondly it is an excellent example of Edward Burgess's work in 

Leicester and finally it has close links to prominent figures in the history of the city of Leicester and 

East Midlands during the Victorian Period. We hope that this report highlights the depth and breadth 

of our group's rigorous research into the history of 4 St Martins, having produced a comprehensive 

history of the building itself, including the factors that lead to it being built and its part in the 

economic development of Leicester. Furthermore, we have also looked in depth at the history of 

the Leicester Trustee Saving Bank and into just some of the influential figures that have played a key 

role in its story.  

All in all, it is our understanding that the boards fulfil the aims set out in the project brief and we 

hope that our boards help the HTI to fulfil several of the aims including; highlighting the value of 

historic development and enabling the public to engage with the area's heritage. We are confident 

that they will make an excellent contribution to the work of the Greyfriars Townscape Heritage 

Initiative and allow the importance of 4 St Martins to be recognised and appreciated for the 

foreseeable future.   

 

 

Word Count: 3828  

Conclusion 
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