tHE LEGAL
LEICESTER TRAIL.

Greyfriars Conservation Area
The Greyfriars conservation area has been the
legal and professional services centre of
Leicester for over 200 years. It was here in
the buildings of the seven streets that the
professional and business classes lived,
worked, prayed and died from the 18th century
onwards. This short trail includes the thoughts
and memories of people who have worked in
the area.
1. The Guildhall c.1343 - A medieval jewel in the
Greyfriars Conservation Area.
2. The Cathedral Church of St. Martin has,
since 2015, housed the remains of King Richard
III which were discovered in the chapel
foundations of the disappeared Greyfriars
Franciscan Friary.
3. The statue of King Richard III was moved
here in 2014 from the Castle Gardens, now
standing only several feet away from where the
remains were discovered.
4. ‘There certainly were a lot of law offices here,
there were some on Peacock Lane, then there
was the New Street Gang’ (Gordon Culshaw,
Solicitor and Partner)
5. No. 11 New Street - Stevenson’s Solicitors
‘I was working late one night … there was no-one
else in the building and footsteps came down the
stairs from the top floor and stopped outside my
office. When I opened the door there was no-one
there. I shut the door and the footsteps retired
upstairs again. I went upstairs and there was noone there either. I assume it was a haunting of
some sort!’ (David Mitchell, Solicitor and Judge)
6. No. 10-12 New Street – Freer Bouskell
Freer Bouskell And Company‘s presence at
numbers 10 and 12 New Street lays claim to their
being one of the oldest law firms in Leicester.
Records show the arrival of Thomas Freer in the
list of County Attorneys in 1788/9, He bought
No.12 for £780 in December 1793 with three
ancient mulberry trees surviving from the
Greyfriars’ orchard in its garden. These were the
last mulberry trees planted in England in 1608/9
under James I to encourage silk production.
Today, one Mulberry still survives in the garden of
No.12.
‘If you did a pedigree or a family tree, most of the
solicitors in Leicester have worked in and out of
the Greyfriars area, and there was quite a lot of
toing and froing’ (Iain Jones)

7. No. 1-3 New Street
The Greyfriars area has always been a hive of
commercial activity. ‘Its heyday was the early part
of the 20th to the middle of the 20th century.
Everybody should have respected the area in that
sense.’ (John Ervin)
8. No. 2 New Street Chambers
‘The building hasn’t changed at all, you will find
things on the wall and on the shelves that have
been here for a hundred years, but the people
have changed; there are more opportunities for
women. People have come and gone but it’s
always been about providing a service and we
have been able to do that and will carry that
forward.’ (Sally Barnett, Barrister and Head of
Chambers 2016)
‘I think my ambition on starting was to establish
myself, to do well in what I did, and to become a
member of the Bar as I have been for 27 years. I
never set out to be anything great or wonderful, I
just wanted to win every case I did!’ (Sally
Barnett)
9. ‘When I look back I think opportunities were
different, there did tend to be an emphasis on the
criminal work being quite male dominated.
Nowadays there are loads of women at the Bar,
and our Chambers is mainly women … something
I am very proud of.” (Sally Barnett)
10. No. 27 Friar Lane - Barradale & Haxby
Solicitors
‘When I started, my Principal occupied the main
front first floor office overlooking Friar Lane. In his
office was a huge strongroom door with a wheel to
open it. Most of the secretaries were on the top
floor, and of course in those days it was very
secretarial intensive … photocopiers hadn’t quite
come in, so almost everything was copy-typed.
As Articled Clerks we weren’t paid much so a
blind eye was turned to socialising. During the
Summer months we would put in a bit of money,
hire a bus and go round a brewery. They would
usually give us free drink, so we would have a
good time … Strictly educational of course!’.
(David Mitchell)
11. No. 22 Friar Lane - Parsons Waite Solicitors
‘Mum and Dad said “Well you’ve left school,
you’ve got no qualifications and you need to do
something!”. There was a postcard in the window
of the job Centre which said ‘Office Junior Wanted
– Parsons Waite Solicitors’, so I went for the
interview and I was offered the job. it was £157.00
a month. Because I had short spiky hair [the
interviewer] thought I was a punk and I said
“Mate, I am not a punk! You don’t know what a
punk is if you think I’m a punk!” (Imogen Cox)
12. ‘All lawyers set up in their front room, so they
lived in the house and they worked in the front
room. That’s why Friar Lane is full of houses
which are lawyer’s firms’. (Adrian Weston,
Solicitor and Partner)

13. ‘The whole atmosphere of the Greyfriars area
pulls you in somehow. I remember it was very
overwhelming when I first went to Court because
you had to bow to the judge as you walked in the
courtroom. I soon got used to the pomp and
ceremony though!’ (Janet Lawrence, Legal
Secretary)
14. No. 10 Friar Lane
‘When everything became computerised things
really changed. The secretaries were done away
with and you were so busy you felt as if you
couldn’t give people the time of day. The job was
losing its personal touch and it wasn’t the job I
knew and loved any more, so I decided to retire. I
missed the atmosphere of working in the
Greyfriars area, but I believe I lived through the
best of times’. (Janet Lawrence)
15. No. 3 Berridge Street - Salisbury Harding
and Barnett, founded 1902.
16. No.12-14 Millstone Lane - Harvey Ingram
Solicitors
‘This firm goes through hundreds of names, and
Ingram’s in every one of them because Thomas
Ingram became very famous. He was born in
1805 and he died in 1909, still in practice in his
100th year! So I knew a bloke who was alive for
the date of the battle of Trafalgar and
Waterloo!’ (Adrian Weston)
17. ‘A celebrated Leicester Solicitor, who shall be
nameless, rather overdid the liquid content with
his lunch and when we came back to afternoon
court he was slightly the worse for wear. He tried
to stand up, and the Chairman of the court said
“Oh Sir, I think you're drunk!” The Solicitor got to
his feet and said “Your Worship, that's the first
correct decision this court has ever made!”, and
then he fell backwards and was virtually carried
out of court!’ (Adrian Weston)
18. ‘We always used to pile into the Rutland &
Derby on a Friday lunchtime and hear tales of the
week and tales of the past’. (Iain Jones)
19. The Rutland and Derby Inn, Millstone Lane
The words ‘Pour y Parvenir’ meaning ‘Strive to
Attain’ appear on the Rutland & Derby crest.
‘This was the rendezvous of all the clerks on a
Friday Lunchtime when gossip would be
exchanged, parties and football matches arranged
and job news shared’. (Iain Jones)
‘I remember it was really good socially — [the
Greyfriars area] was a nice friendly network’.
(Imogen Cox)
20. ‘It’s not an attractive job a lot of the time – you
do get abused, you get shouted at, you don’t often
get a lot of thanks, everything is your fault if they
go to prison — but there are a few key things that
made me think that I made a difference to
people’s lives just by being a mouthpiece for
them’. (Janet Lawrence)

21. ‘We had an early computer system and I
needed to link Stevensons at No.11 New Street in
… I ran unshielded ordinary computer cables
across Friar Lane! I got a way-leave for that but I
kept loading more cables on to it, and then I got
them flowing down over the backs of the Council
car park to the back of Stevensons’. (David
Mitchell)
No. 31 Friar Lane - Dodds Solicitors
One of the few Legal firms remaining in
Greyfriars.
22. No. 27½ Friar lane - A. D. Westoby & Sons
Law Stationers
‘Mr Westoby would loom at the top of the wooden
stairs and shout down “Waddiyawant?!”’ (Janet
Lawrence)
No.41 Friar Lane – Spearing and Waite
Solicitors
Spearing and Waite Solicitors were located at
Friar Lane for over 200 years.
No. 53 Friar Lane – PJ Hammond and Sons
Solicitors
‘My father was destined to work in the hosiery
trade, but he had an uncle called Harry Judd and
he had no children. My father told him that he
didn't want to go into the hosiery trade, he wanted
to become a Solicitor instead, and Harry Judd
said “Well, if you want to be a Solicitor I'll put you
through Law School”. He gave my father the
chance and my father took it. He later bought a
small office in Friar Lane in 1953’ (Simon
Hammond, Solicitor, Partner and Judge)
23. No. 40a Friar Lane, Turkish Baths & Law
Society Library
Built in 1872 by John Breedon Everard, the
resident engineer for the Midland Grand Hotel and
St. Pancras train Station, the Greyfriars Turkish
Baths operated until 1960, when it was converted
into the Leicester Law Society Library.
‘There was no downloading anything back then. If
you wanted to read something, you went and read
the whole book, and I remember the library was
‘run by a complete dragon of a woman!’ (Adrian
Weston)
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